| 
| January 3, 1874.) 


TABLE TALK. 


()E® American friends say they are a tall 
people—that’s so; and that theircountry 
beats creation. They have everything they 
want, and more too. Their last discovery 
is in the neighbourhood of Lake Superior, 
of great beds of copper and magnetic iron 


ore. The beds may exist, though certainly 
it was a work of supererogation on the part 


| of Nature to supply Yankeedom with -more 


‘ of the brazen element; but as to the manner 


' of discovery, exception must be taken. The 
| copper was found by one Absalom P. Perks, 
| who was out with a companion exploring, 


, and had shot a couple of ducks, Not wish- 


' ing to eat them raw, the friends separated to 
_ find the means of cooking them. Absalom 


had not gone far when his nasal organ ad- 
vertised him of an odour amongst the rocks 
as of washing day at home: it was the 
copper, and of it he scraped together enough 


' to make a saucepan. Turning back to find 


his friend and announce his success, he 
became aware of the fact that his companion 


_ was about five hundred yards to his left upon 


a mass of rock, his feet upon the ground, 
and his body bent into an arch, so that his 


' head and hands rested there as well. He 


called to him, but he did not move, only 
waited for help; and on reaching hirn, it was 
to find the poor fellow fixed by his head and 
heels, and it was only by cutting his hair off 
close to his scalp that his head was freed; 
while, to extricate his other extremity, the 
poor fellow had to get out of and leave 
his boots. ‘The men were, of course, 
puzzled; but patient investigation showed 
that they were in a most attractive region— 
in fact, upon a great bed of magnetic ore, 
upon which the second explorer had walked 
in boots thickly plated with iron; while his 
hair, being iron-grey, had caused his head 


' to be drawn down till it, too, became fixed. 


The reader will see that this story is far from 


' being probable. 





